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Fig.1 Sequence of the seismicity pattern change. Frequency ratios of the focused period compared with

the standard (preceding five years) are delineated with a color gradation (numerals are percentages).

Blue corresponds to quiescence, and red to activation. Earthquakes of M 1.5 and greater around the

plate interface or on the upper part between double-layered activities within the Pacific slab are

selected from the JMA unified catalogue. On both stage 4 and 8, epicenters of the major M7

earthquakes and their one-month aftersequences are superposed.
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Comparison between stage 8 and the most recent stage 8+. It is noted that a new activation is
growing in the northwestern region as marked in the broken ellipsoid. The region is coincide with
the 1937 rupture area of the 1936 earthquake sequence (the left-bottom picture cited from
Matsuzawa et al.(20006)).
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